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Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  SCHOOL POPULATION3
1   School population in secondary education 3   Distribution across the provinces

4   Education types in the 2nd and 3rd stage and modular full-time secondary education

GO VGO OGO Total
M F T M F T M F T M F T

Regular secondary education

Reception class for  
immigrants

370 330 700 499 463 962 349 322 671 1,218 1,115 2,333

1st stage 11,741 11,396 23,137 50,059 50,954 101,013 5,288 2,891 8,179 67,088 65,241 132,329

2nd stage 12,629 11,852 24,481 50,591 51,184 101,775 6,404 3,903 10,307 69,624 66,939 136,563

3rd stage* 13,285 13,031 26,316 52,605 54,199 106,804 7,302 4,477 11,779 73,192 71,707 144,899
* of which advanced 
secondary education 
(‘Se-n-Se’)

381 290 671 1,352 663 2,015 207 113 320 1,940 1,066 3,006

Modular education (on 
2nd and 3rd stage level) 167 67 234 311 571 882 226 3 229 704 641 1,345

Total regular secondary 
education 37,822 36,346 74,168 153,566 156,908 310,474 19,220 11,274 30,494 210,608 204,528 415,136

Special secondary 
education (1) 3,337 1,909 5,246 8,122 4,616 12,738 1,732 779 2,511 13,191 7,304 20,495

Total full-time secondary 
education 41,159 38,255 79,414 161,688 161,524 323,212 20,952 12,053 33,005 223,799 211,832 435,631

Part-time secondary 
education 1,526 839 2,365 3,270 1,452 4,722 1,191 589 1,780 5,987 2,880 8,867

GO VGO OGO Total
M F T M F T M F T M F T

2nd stage

ASO 5,097 5,531 10,628 22,400 27,425 49,825 678 919 1,597 28,175 33,875 62,050

TSO 3,305 2,432 5,737 17,852 14,328 32,180 2,704 982 3,686 23,861 17,742 41,603

KSO 265 395 660 460 935 1,395 286 525 811 1,011 1,855 2,866

BSO 3,962 3,494 7,456 9,879 8,496 18,375 2,736 1,477 4,213 16,577 13,467 30,044

Total 2nd stage 12,629 11,852 24,481 50,591 51,184 101,775 6,404 3,903 10,307 69,624 66,939 136,563

3rd stage

ASO 3,892 4,767 8,659 18,413 23,517 41,930 539 701 1,240 22,844 28,985 51,829

TSO 4,040 3,012 7,052 19,738 16,532 36,270 2,840 1,210 4,050 26,618 20,754 47,372

KSO 289 401 690 548 1,113 1,661 361 678 1,039 1,198 2,192 3,390

BSO 5,064 4,851 9,915 13,906 13,037 26,943 3,562 1,888 5,450 22,532 19,776 42,308

Total 3rd stage 13,285 13,031 26,316 52,605 54,199 106,804 7,302 4,477 11,779 73,192 71,707 144,899

Modular education BSO 167 67 234 311 571 882 226 3 229 704 641 1,345

Total 26,081 24,950 51,031 103,507 105,954 209,461 13,932 8,383 22,315 143,520 139,287 282,807

(1) To avoid double counting, pupils enrolled in special education due to long-term illness (type 5 special education) are not included in the data. On 1 February 2014 
there were 446 pupils in type 5 special secondary education.

2   Distribution across the educational networks
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Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  SCHOOL POPULATION3
5   School population in full-time regular secondary education by field of study  

 (2nd and 3rd stage and modular programmes)
6   Changes in the school population in secondary education

M F T
field of study
General secondary education 49,155 61,924 111,079
Agriculture and Horticulture 3,881 2,185 6,066
Ballet 21 45 66
Body Care 301 6,782 7,083
Car Engineering 3,068 54 3,122
Chemistry 3,039 1,727 4,766
Commerce 17,584 15,510 33,094
Construction 3,982 308 4,290
Decorative Techniques 796 1,164 1,960
Dental Techniques 36 49 85
Fashion 76 1,709 1,785
Graphic Communication and Media 1,764 492 2,256
Heating and Cooling 1,242 - 1,242
Jewelry 85 40 125
Maritime training programmes 238 13 251
Mechanics and Electricity 27,494 380 27,874
Musical Instruments 33 5 38
Nutrition 4,200 2,191 6,391
Optics 13 20 33
Orthopedic Techniques 16 10 26
People Care 8,120 36,091 44,211
Performing Arts 521 951 1,472
Photography 111 225 336
Public Security 802 138 940
Sports 6,147 2,152 8,299
Textile 33 12 45
Tourism 885 1,761 2,646
Visual Arts 1,667 3,051 4,718
Woodwork 7,791 165 7,956
Not assigned to a field of study (1) 419 133 552
Total 143,520 139,287 282,807

(1) Nameless third grade of the third stage of VSE.
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Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  SCHOOL POPULATION3
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(1)  The nursing courses at the 4th stage of vocational education became associate degree (HBO5) programmes in 2009-2010. These 
courses are allocated to the level of higher education. Associate degree courses can be organised by centres for adult education 
or by university colleges. The programme for the associate degree in nursing is the only exception: it is organised by institutions 
that organise full-time secondary education. These pupils are not taken into account. 

Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  educational institutions3
1   Schools in secondary education

2   Distribution across the provinces

3   Distribution across the educational networks

GO VGO OGO Total

full-time secondary education
Regular secondary education 218 665 69 952
Special secondary education (1) 21 77 17 115
Total full-time secondary education 239 742 86 1,067

Part-time secondary education
Part-time vocational secondary education (2) 16 23 8 47
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(1) Four schools providing type 5 special education (long-term illness) are not included in this table.
(2) 42 out of the 47 centres for part-time secondary education are attached to one of the 952 schools which provide 

full-time regular secondary education. 5 centres for part-time secondary education are autonomous.
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1   Staff in secondary education expressed in number of persons/number of full-time equivalents (1)

Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  staff3

Men Women Total

Number of persons 27,952 48,822 76,774

Number of full-time equivalents 26,129 42,328 68,457

(1) Staff of full-time and part-time secondary education

2   Staff in secondary education by level of education and gender

3   Staff in secondary education by age group and gender

Men Women Total

Regular secondary education* 25,142 42,831 67,973
Special secondary education 2,810 5,991 8,801
Total 27,952 48,822 76,774
*of which in part-time secondary education 552 826 1,378
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4   Age structure of staff in secondary education by educational network and gender

5   Staff in secondary education by legal status and age group

6   Staff in secondary education by legal status (full-time equivalents)

GO VGO OGO Total

M F T M F T M F T M F T

20-29 914 1,838 2,752 2,162 5,212 7,374 333 612 945 3,409 7,662 11,071

30-39 1,811 3,232 5,043 4,977 10,021 14,998 800 1,199 1,999 7,588 14,452 22,040
40-49 1,333 2,332 3,665 4,340 8,468 12,808 806 975 1,781 6,479 11,775 18,254
50-59 1,289 2,310 3,599 6,194 9,495 15,689 1,043 1,203 2,246 8,526 13,008 21,534
60+ 496 484 980 1,213 1,268 2,481 241 173 414 1,950 1,925 3,875
Total 5,843 10,196 16,039 18,886 34,464 53,350 3,223 4,162 7,385 27,952 48,822 76,774
55+ 1,235 1,774 3,009 4,718 6,177 10,895 818 828 1,646 6,771 8,779 15,550

20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ Total

Regular secondary education
Tenured posts 1,654 14,140 14,091 18,550 3,407 51,842
Temporary posts 7,760 5,186 2,192 879 114 16,131
Total 9,414 19,326 16,283 19,429 3,521 67,973

Special secondary education

Tenured posts 381 1,922 1,548 1,963 350 6,164

Temporary posts 1,276 792 423 142 4 2,637
Total 1,657 2,714 1,971 2,105 354 8,801

Total secondary education

Tenured posts 2,035 16,062 15,639 20,513 3,757 58,006
Temporary posts 9,036 5,978 2,615 1,021 118 18,768
Total 11,071 22,040 18,254 21,534 3,875 76,774

Tenured posts regular and 
special secondary education

Temporary posts regular and 
special secondary education
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7   Staff in secondary education by educational network, legal status and gender  
 (full-time equivalents)

Tenured posts Temporary posts Total
M F T M F T M F T

Regular secondary education

GO 3,269 5,549 8,818 1,511 2,140 3,651 4,780 7,689 12,469

VGO 12,903 20,365 33,268 3,199 5,935 9,134 16,102 26,300 42,402
OGO 1,986 2,278 4,264 634 744 1,378 2,620 3,022 5,642
Total 18,158 28,192 46,350 5,344 8,819 14,163 23,502 37,011 60,513

Special secondary education
GO 426 926 1,352 217 447 664 643 1,373 2,016
VGO 1,205 2,350 3,555 388 971 1,359 1,593 3,321 4,914
OGO 284 435 719 107 188 295 391 623 1,014
Total 1,915 3,711 5,626 712 1,606 2,318 2,627 5,317 7,944

Total secondary education
GO 3,695 6,475 10,170 1,728 2,587 4,315 5,423 9,062 14,485
VGO 14,108 22,715 36,823 3,587 6,906 10,493 17,695 29,621 47,316
OGO 2,270 2,713 4,983 741 932 1,673 3,011 3,645 6,656
Total 20,073 31,903 51,976 6,056 10,425 16,481 26,129 42,328 68,457

8   Changes in staff in secondary education by legal status

2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014
Regular secondary education
Tenured posts 52,391 52,179 52,239 53,611 52,413 51,842
Temporary posts 19,143 18,757 18,036 15,896 16,114 16,131
Total 71,534 70,936 70,275 69,507 68,527 67,973

Special secondary education
Tenured posts 5,069 5,238 5,449 5,815 5,944 6,164

Temporary posts 2,405 2,536 2,583 2,481 2,528 2,637
Total 7,474 7,774 8,032 8,296 8,472 8,801

Total secondary education

Tenured posts 57,460 57,417 57,688 59,426 58,357 58,006
Temporary posts 21,548 21,293 20,619 18,377 18,642 18,768
Total 79,008 78,710 78,307 77,803 76,999 76,774

Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  budget3
1   Secondary education budget and share of secondary education in the overall education 

budget (in thousands of euros)

2   Secondary education budget by expenditure category

Secondary education budget 4,182,565

Regular secondary education budget 3,768,807

Special secondary education budget 407,146
Secondary education - not specified (1) 6,612
Share of secondary education in the overall education budget 38.34%

(1) The budget integrated in the category ‘not specified’ refers mainly to the budget for in-service training.
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3   Secondary education budget by educational network
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Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  staff3
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4   Changes in secondary education budget by expenditure category (in thousands of euros)

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Wages (1) 3,248,149 3,331,749 3,430,944 3,512,236 3,529,760 3,571,706
Operational (2) 311,125 481,571 481,022 486,972 496,437 503,337
Investments 110,456 116,121 104,897 98,655 112,043 107,522
Total 3,669,730 3,929,442 4,016,863 4,097,863 4,138,240 4,182,565

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

GO 730,215 785,632 798,652 822,186 829,310 838,124
VGO 2,552,435 2,736,384 2,810,503 2,855,219 2,883,147 2,917,024
OGO 357,272 380,062 381,513 395,066 399,560 401,568
Cross educational networks 29,808 27,364 26,194 25,392 26,223 25,849
Total 3,669,730 3,929,442 4,016,863 4,097,863 4,138,240 4,182,565

5   Changes in secondary education budget by educational network (in thousands of euros) (1)

6   Changes in expenditure per pupil by educational network (in euros)
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(1) The increase in the education budget between 2008 and 2007 and its decrease between 2009 and 2008 can be explained by the 
pre-payment of the operational budget for elementary and secondary education for 2009.
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Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  budget3 Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  infrastructure3
1   Approved subsidy amounts and approved subsidy applications in full-time regular 

secondary education in 2013

2   Approved subsidy amounts and approved subsidy applications in special secondary 
 education in 2013

VGO OGO Total

Amount  
(in euros)

Number 
of subsidy 

applications

Amount
(in euros)

Number 
of subsidy 

applications

Amount
(in euros)

Number 
of subsidy 

applications

Antwerp 21,282,329 126 2,644,588 11 23,926,917 137

Flemish Brabant 3,350,216 38 2,795,270 3 6,145,486 41
BCR 940,542 8 - - 940,542 8
West Flanders 9,159,106 84 502,416 2 9,661,522 86
East Flanders 12,816,461 59 - - 12,816,461 59
Limburg 6,278,166 53 310,837 1 6,589,003 54
Total 53,826,820 368 6,253,111 17 60,079,931 385

VGO OGO Total

Amount  
(in euros)

Number 
of subsidy 

applications

Amount  
(in euros)

Number 
of subsidy 

applications

Amount  
(in euros)

Number 
of subsidy 

applications

Antwerp 65,501 2 1,615,929 3 1,681,430 5

Flemish Brabant 217,698 5 - - 217,698 5
BCR 1,627,291 1 1,200,000 1 2,827,291 2
West Flanders 4,310,528 7 - - 4,310,528 7
East Flanders 294,614 6 - - 294,614 6
Limburg 1,151,896 5 - - 1,151,896 5
Total 7,667,528 26 2,815,929 4 10,483,457 30

(1) Wage bill for staff paid directly by the Education and Training policy area.
(2) The increase in the education budget between 2008 and 2007 and its decrease between 2009 and 2008 can be explained by the 

pre-payment of the operational budget for elementary and secondary education for 2009.
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Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  school allowances3
1   School allowances in secondary education (1)

Number of 
applications

Number of 
allowances 

granted

Percentage 
of allowances 

granted

Total amount 
of allowances 

granted  
(in euros)

Average 
allowance
(in euros)

Secondary education 159,491 109,413 68.60% 46,732,982 427.12

Full-time secondary education 154,492 107,392 69.51% 46,175,695 429.97

Part-time secondary education 4,999 2,021 40.43% 557,286 275.75

(1) As known on 20/08/2014.

2   School allowances in secondary education by province (1)

Number of 
applications

Number of 
allowances granted

Total amount of 
allowances granted 

(in euros)

Average allowance 
(in euros)

FULL-TIME SECONDARY EDUCATION

Antwerp 46,429 32,966 14,593,596 442.69

Flemish Brabant 16,395 11,035 4,560,248 413.25
BCR 5,798 4,278 2,037,424 476.26
West Flanders 27,730 18,735 7,923,609 422.93
East Flanders 33,734 23,147 9,851,513 425.61
Limburg 23,503 16,832 7,023,159 417.25
Other provinces 653 358 165,124 461.24
Unknown (2) 250 41 21,021 512.72
Total 154,492 107,392 46,175,695 429.97

part-time secondary education
Antwerp 1,825 762 212,735 279.18
Flemish Brabant 316 112 29,482 263.23
BCR 176 73 20,028 274.36
West Flanders 944 399 108,288 271.40
East Flanders 1,086 386 106,607 276.18
Limburg 636 286 79,416 277.68
Other provinces 7 2 410 205.24
Unknown (2) 9 1 319 318.96
Total 4,999 2,021 557,286 275.75

(1) As known on 20/08/2014.
(2) Persons not resident in one of the provinces of Belgium. 

Remark:
The above data are not yet final, as a number of applications are still under consideration for the school year 2013-
2014. Due to this the number of allowances granted may increase further.

Elementary education  LeerlingenSECONDARY education  examination board3

2   Success rate by stage and type of secondary education in 2013

1   Study certificates awarded by the Examination Board in 2013 (1)

Number of diplomas/certificates awarded

Certificates 1st stage 13

Certificates 2nd stage 32

Diploma’s secondary education 678

More than half of the diplomas granted were diplomas of vocational 
secondary education (359)

Passed Failed % passed
Per stage 1st stage 270 95 74%

2nd stage 806 574 58%

3rd stage 13,105 8,413 61%

Total 14,181 9,082 61%

Business management 63 71 47%

Total 14,244 9,153 61%

Passed Failed % passed
Type of secondary education 1st stage 270 95 74%

2nd and 3rd stage General 2,665 2,840 48%

Vocational 8,493 4,033 68%

Arts 162 86 65%

Technical 2,591 2,028 56%

Total 14,181 9,082 61%


