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General Representation of the Governme
of Flanders to the European Union

The General Representation of the Government of Flanders to the
European Union (EU) defends the interests of Flanders in the EU. Officially
it is a division of the Permanent Representation (the Embassy) of Belgium
to the EU.

The team is headed by the General Representative of the Government of
Flanders, who is assisted by the Director of European Affairs. Eighteen
specialized policy officers (“attachés”) from different departments and
agencies within the Flemish administration closely monitor the agenda of
the EU Council of Ministers. They also act as spokespersons for Belgium
within the various working groups preparing the EU Council of Ministers.

The Permanent Representation provides a daily link between the national
and European level and therefore plays a crucial role in the interplay
between the federated state of Flanders, the federal state of Belgium and
the European Union.

The General Representation ensures the interests of Flanders in the best
possible way by reporting on EU developments, defending Flanders’
positions and maintaining close and direct relations with the European
institutions.



Apart from these daily contacts at the European, Belgian and Flemish
level, we maintain close contacts with other Member States and European
regions.

The General Representation is in close contact with the Flemish
administration, the members of the Government of Flanders and the
Flanders Department of Foreign Affairs, which coordinates Flanders’
European and foreign policy.

The General Representation also cooperates with the Liaison Agency
Flanders- Europe (vleva), a public-private partnership. Vleva's mission is
to get Flemish civil society and local authorities involved in European
matters.

Apart from these daily contacts at the European, Belgian and Flemish
level, we maintain close contacts with other Member States and European
regions.



Flanders and the EU

Almost every European decision has either a direct or indirect impact on
Flemish citizens. This continues to grow as a direct result of the ongoing
devolution of political power from the federal state to the regions and
communities of Belgium. Monitoring and influencing European decisions
are key to the future of the region.

For all of its devolved competences, the Government of Flanders co-
decides the Belgian positions taken within the Council of the EU. The
Government of Flanders does so together, and on an equal footing, with
the Governments of the other Communities and Regions as well as the
federal Government. In addition, the Belgian positions within the Council
of the EU are often voiced by members of the Government of Flanders.

Practical agreements regarding position-taking and representation of
Belgium within the EU have been laid down in a cooperation agreement
between the Belgian governments. The legal principle in foro interno, in
foro externo, as defined in the Belgian constitution, provides the basis for
this agreement. It means that the same division of powers within Belgium
is applied to foreign policy. The cooperation agreement allows all Belgian
governments to co-decide on EU policies as well as to represent Belgium
within the Council of the EU — an absolutely unique system in Europe.
Clearly, this agreement has to keep up with institutional changes in
Belgium, where consecutive state reforms have shifted the political ‘center
of gravity’ to the federated states, as well as institutional changes at the
EU level, such as the Lisbon Treaty.

The Flemish Coalition Agreement (2014-2019) indicates the EU as the most
important working area for Flanders’ foreign policy.



In order to help shape such European policy cooperation, we require a
strong European awareness throughout the Flemish administration. Only
then, Flanders will be able to have an impact on the EU agenda. In view
of a more pro-active monitoring of the EU policy agenda, the Flemish
administration has to stay abreast of the European decision-making
process as a whole, i.e. from the European Commission’s proposal to

the decision-making by the EU Council of Ministers and the European
Parliament and the transposition of European regulation into Flemish
legislation.

A strong Flanders in a strong Europe.... that is our mission, because a
strong European Union and a solid economic base are vital to protect the
prosperity and welfare of all.

We are open to your questions and suggestions. In this brochure you will
find the contact details of each of our team members together with the
policy areas they represent.
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General

Julie Bynens General Representative of
the Government of Flanders
to the European Union

+32 499 59 49 57
julie.bynens@ivvlaanderen.be

Wouter Nachtergaele Director EU Affairs

+32 498 94 58 85
wouter.nachtergaele@ivvlaanderen.be

Nicole Van der Mijnsbrugge  Senior Management Assistant

+32 2 553 62 01
nicolevandermijnsbrugge@diplobel.fed.be

Lies Strypens Management Assistant

+32 2 553 62 07
elisabeth.strypens@diplobel.fed.be

Line Timmermans Management Assistant

+32 2 553 62 06
line.timmermans@diplobel.fed.be




Sectoral

Karoline Van den Brande Cohesion policy
Tourism

+32 475 62 20 87
karolinevandenbrande@ivvlaanderen.be

Karel Boutens Industry
Research
State aid

+32 499 86 49 36

karel.boutens@diplobel.fed.be

Marleen De Proft Assistant Karel Boutens

+32 25536215

marleen.deproft@diplobel.fed.be

Joke Bamps Transport
Mobility

+32 25536203

joke.bamps@mowyvlaanderen.be

Marjan Decroos Environment

Animal welfare

+32 2 553 62 09
marjan.decroos@lnevlaanderen.be




Jan Haers Energy

+32 494 39 75 00
jan.haers@lnevlaanderen.be

Pieter Lietaer Agriculture
SCA Representative

+32 477 3914 38
pieter.lietaer@lvvlaanderen.be

Barbara Roegiers Fisheries

+32 4916172 36
barbara.roegiers@lvvliaanderen.be

Frédéric Geers Employment
Social economy

+32 498 94 57 66
frederic.geers@diplobel.fed.be

Inge Van Pollaert Assistant Frédéric Geers

+32 2553 6218
ingevanpollaert@diplobel.fed.be

Fabian Dominguez Social affairs
Public health

+32 499 59 40 25
fabian.dominguez@wvgyvlaanderen.be



Jan De Mulder Better regulation
E-government
Integration policy

Urban policy
+32 474 99 94 32 Public procurement
jan.demulder@kbvlaanderen.be
Elisabeth Bonne Europe 2020

European semester
Equal opportunities

Sustainable development
+32 2 553 62 04
elisabeth.bonne@kb.ylaanderen.be

Joeri De Blauwer European semester

+32 474 70 59 59
joeri.deblauwer@kb.vlaanderen.be

Karolien Kaisz Finances and Budget

+32 491 96 23 68
karolien.kaiszediplobel.fed.be

Jelle Reynaert Education and training

+32 492 72 28 28
jelle.reynaert@ondvlaanderen.be

Katrien Thienpont Culture
Media
Audio

Telecommunications
+32 2 553 69 94
katrien.thienpont@cjsmyvlaanderen.be




Jan Vanhee Youth affairs

+32 475 37 90 00
janvanhee@cjsmyvlaanderen.be

Dieter Braekeveld Sports

+32 491 07 69 48
dieter.braekeveld@cjsmyvlaanderen.be

Yves Schreel Housing policy
Legal advice

+32 2 553 62 16

yves.schreel@rwoyvlaanderen.be

Katia De Bock Spatial planning

+32 25536218
katia.debock@rwo.laanderen.be




Contact

Wetstraat 61-63
1040 Brussels

T. +32 2 553 62 01
F. +32 2 553 62 00

E. flanders@diplobel.fed.be
W. www.flanders.be/europeanunion
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