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Administrator General SVR 
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PS  The Belgian Platform was established in April 2000. Every year, the Platform organises an 
international conference on the annual theme of the UN Commission on Population and Development 
(CPD). The findings and conclusions of the various presentations are used as a starting point to formulate 
a series of ‘Recommendations for Action’. These Recommendations are presented in a brochure, which 
eventually is disseminated to the participants at the CPD. 

The PowerPoint presentations of the various conferences, including those presented at the 2007 
Conference, are available on the website of the Belgian Platform: http://www.platformpopdev.be. 
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Population ageing:  
A Global Phenomenon with Multiple Faces 
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• The rapid growth of the older population 
• Different evolutions in mortality and fertility 
• Some cautionary remarks regarding  future trends 
• A majority of older people in the less developed regions 
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• The ‘second demographic transition’�

,� �����!������������
���
%����)�%��
%+��
�����
������ �
�������%��
��

• Continued rapid population growth 
• Important proportions of ‘oldest old’: thus far a characteristic limited to the more 

developed regions 
• The old poor: predominantly a woman’s world 
• The effects of rural-urban migration 
• The additional burden of HIV/AIDS 
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• The ‘window of opportunity’ 
• ‘Population ageing’ and the ICPD Programme of Action 
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• The rapid growth of elderly 
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• Some cautionary remarks regarding future trends 
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• A majority of elderly in the less developed regions 
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B.  Sub-Saharan Africa
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A.  Less developed regions
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B.  More developed regions
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C.  Less developed regions
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D.  More developed regions
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B.  Asia
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C.  Latin
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• Important proportions of ‘oldest old’: thus far a characteristic limited to the more 
developed regions 
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• The old poor: predominantly a woman’s world 
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• The effect of rural-urban migration 
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• The additional burden of HIV/AIDS 
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• The ‘window of opportunity’ 
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B.  Sub-Saharan Africa
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• ‘Population ageing’ and the ICPD Programme of Action 
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7.2. Reproductive health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being […], 
in all matters relating to the reproductive system […]. Reproductive health therefore implies 
that people are able to have a satisfying and safe sex life and that they have the capability to 

reproduce and the freedom to decide if, when and how often to do so. Implicit in this last 
condition are the right of men and women to be informed and to have access to safe, 

effective, affordable and acceptable methods of family planning of their choice […], and the 
right of access to appropriate health-care services that will enable women to go safely 

through pregnancy and childbirth and provide couples with the best chance of having a 
healthy infant. […]. [Reproductive health] also includes sexual health, the purpose of which 

is the enhancement of life and personal relations […].  

7.3. Bearing in mind the above definition, reproductive rights embrace certain human rights 
that are already recognized in national laws, international human rights documents and other 

consensus documents. These rights rest on the recognition of the basic right of all couples 
and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the number, spacing and timing of their 

children and to have the information and means to do so […]. 
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Endnotes Chapter One: 
 
1  The United Nations Population Division defines a population as being 'old' when the percentage of its 

members aged 65 and over has reached 7 per cent or more (see, for example, Mirkin and 
Weinberger, 2001). By and large, this percentage corresponds with 10 per cent of people aged 60 and 
over. 

2  Throughout this chapter ‘elderly’ or ‘older people’ are defined as those aged 60 and over. 
3  Note that in reality it took even longer than 70 years as the increase started before 1950. The year 

1950 is the ‘base line’ of the simulation exercises and is the earliest year available in the Population 
Prospects that are prepared biannually by the Population Division. All data in this chapter are based 
on the medium variant of the 2004 Revision of the World Population Prospects (UN, 2005). The 
medium variant corresponds with the ‘most likely’ scenario regarding the future evolution of mortality 
and fertility. The chosen fertility scenario largely determines the size of the future population. 

4  The sub-Saharan African region corresponds closely with the group of least developed countries. The 
least developed countries include a total of 50 countries, of which a majority (60%) is African. The 
categorisation (used in the Population Prospects) corresponds with a definition of the UN General 
Assembly in 2003. 

5  The 10 billion estimate is consistent with the 1998 Revision (showing a stabilisation of the world 
population at around 2200); the 9 billion estimate is consistent with the 2002 Revision. The differences 
are largely due to the adoption of different scenarios regarding the future evolution of fertility. 
“Beginning with the 1998 Revision, countries with fertility below replacement were no longer constraint 
to rise to replacement level by 2050. […] In the 2002 Revision, in light of increasing evidence that 
many less developed countries are experiencing below-replacement fertility, it was no longer assumed 
that countries with intermediate levels of fertility would see their fertility declines stop at 2.1 children 
per woman.” (United Nations, 2004: 1). 

6  The process can be explained in a fairly simple way. Countries that experienced high fertility levels 
before the onset of the fertility decline have vast numbers of women of reproductive age. Even when 
these women have fewer children than their mothers the number of children they will bear will far 
exceed the number of their own parents. It will take several generations for this mechanism to fade out 
and population size to stabilise (the precise number of years it takes to reach stabilisation will depend 
on the initial level of fertility and on the pace of the decline). 

7  A rise in fertility to 1.85 children by 2050 may appear doubtful but is, however, not entirely unrealistic. 
According to recent statistics (for 2005 and 2006), Finland, France, Denmark, and the UK experience 
a total fertility rate of 1.85 children per women or more (see websites national statistical Institutes). In 
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France, the level of 1.92 children in 2005 followed a period of about 10 years of growth (Pison, 2006). 
On the basis of these examples, an increase of up to 1.85 children by 2050 is therefore not to be ruled 
out. 

 The very low levels of fertility in Europe have been the subject of extensive research (see, for 
example, endnotes 19-21 below). Some optimism in believing that fertility levels may increase seems 
warranted given that surveys of the 1990s indicated that a mismatch existed between desired and 
actual number of children (Van Peer, 2000). It is not unreasonable to contend achieving a life/work 
balance and the availability of crèches could produce an upward shift. Another important factor could 
be the non-stigmatisation of illegitimate fertility, which would explain the relatively high levels that have 
been observed in France and Sweden (Schoenmaeckers and Lodewijckx, 1997). 

8  Clearly a much higher rate that those recorded for European countries: 0.1 to 0.6 per cent (UNFPA, 
2007). 

9  Another example is an article in The Economist (June 16, 2007) on “Europe’s population”, which 
states that because of higher fertility rates, France and Britain will by 2050 have a far more favourable 
age pyramid (than, for example, Italy), with more than two workers per pensioner. As such, the article 
refers indirectly to the (in-)dependency ratio. Changes in the dependency ratio are treated in more 
detail in the last section. 

10  Required input data of PROJCT are the base year population by age and sex; the start and end levels 
of life expectancy by sex; and the start and end levels of fertility for the projection period. In addition, 
the programme requires the indication of the model life table pattern and the fertility pattern. For 
mortality, the ‘general’ model of the UN life table models was used (in some cases, for high levels of 
life expectancy, the ‘West’ model of the Coale and Demeny models was used). Fertility patterns were 
derived from the regional patterns given in the 2002 Revision (UN Pop. Division, 2003a ). For sub-
Saharan Africa, estimates were derived from data readily available for Kenya (Schoenmaeckers, 
1984) and Togo (Locoh and Adaba, 1981). 

11  Note that it was not a purpose of this contribution to provide an exhaustive set of simulation exercises. 
These exercises have been limited to a set of countries (or group of countries) that may be viewed as 
sufficiently illustrating the heterogeneity regarding the process known as the ‘demographic transition’ 
(see section 4). 

12 Based on the following ‘EDA’ formula (Tukey, 1977): x i smoothed = ¼ * [ x i-1 obs + 2* x i obs + x i+1 obs ] 
13  The percentage difference between the highest and lowest levels. As is the case for the graphs in 

figure 1.5 these figures are based on the median values of each group of countries. 
14 The EU15 or ‘old’ EU Member States are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 

Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, Portugal, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, and the UK ; the ‘new’ 
Member States are: Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Poland, Slovenia, Slovakia, and Romania. 

15 Horiuchi (1999) distinguishes in total five epidemiological transitions (between brackets the type of 
society and the period of occurrence): 

1. from external injuries to infectious diseases (from a hunting and gathering society to an 
agricultural society, from ca. 12,000-10,000 BC to 8,000-4,000 BC); 
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2. from infectious to degenerative diseases (industrial society, starting ca. 1750 to mid-twentieth 

century); 

3. the decline of degenerative diseases: the decline in cardiovascular disease mortality (high-
technology society, late twentieth century); 

4. further decline of degenerative diseases: the decline of cancer mortality (high technology 
society, since ca. 1990); 

5. the slowing of senescence, or the delay of 'old-age frailty' (now and the future). 
16  There is a vast literature explaining changes in fertility behaviour. In some we have collaborated 

personally (see Cliquet and Schoenmaeckers, 1976; Page and Lesthaeghe, 1981). It is impossible to 
present a detailed overview here. 

 The majority of articles (incl. our own Ph.D. dissertation) on fertility behaviour in less developed 
countries has been based on data of the WFS (World Fertility Survey) of the 1960s and 1970s and the 
DHS (Demographic and Health Survey) initiated in the 1980s. 

 Studies regarding the early changes in European countries were undertaken under the Princeton 
European Fertility Project in the 1970s by the Office of Population Research at Princeton University, in 
collaboration with numerous European researchers (of which Lesthaeghe’s work on the Belgian 
fertility decline was part of); an overview of the results is available in Coale and Watkins (1986). 

17  Note that Japan’s demographic history is unique. “During the first quarter of the 20th century, Japan 
experienced the high mortality and fertility levels characteristic of present-day developing countries. In 
1925, life expectancy at birth was about 45 years and women gave birth to a total of 5.1 children […]. 
By 1950, life expectancy had increased to 60years and the total fertility rate […] had fallen to 3.7 
children” (Martin, 1989: 7). After the Second World War, Japan’s mortality and fertility continued to 
lose all characteristics of those of a less developed country. By the turn of the century it showed the 
highest life expectancy in the world (81.9 years, both sexes combined, a full 1.5 years more than 
Switzerland or Sweden, which ranked second and third respectively) and one of the lowest fertility 
levels (of 1.4 children, just above Italy or Spain with 1.2 children). 

18  Values based on the median for the former 15 EU Member States. In 2000, the highest value (28.6 
years) observed was for the Netherlands. 

19  The literature relating to the ‘second demographic transition’, its causes and especially the question 
whether (very) low fertility would be a temporary phenomenon or not, is so vast that, once again, it 
would be inappropriate to try to present a summary of the literature within the scope of this 
contribution. However, by way of summary (or introduction), we would commend reading the 
discussion paper by Francesco Billari et al. (2004) on the paper by John Caldwell and Thomas 
Schindlmayr (2004) regarding a ‘common explanation’ for the low levels of fertility in European 
countries. 

 One may also note that much of the research (to explain the ‘second demographic transition’) has 
been based on FFS data (Fertility and Family Survey) that were collected during the 1990s in many 
European countries. Annotated tabulations are presented in a series of ‘standard country reports 
published in 1996-2001 (UNECE & UNFPA). An evaluation of the project is given in Festy and Prioux 
(2002). 
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20  The described trend is consistent with the evolution of the median value for 7 Western European 

countries that are currently Member States of the EU: Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, and the UK. 

 Note that the 2004 Revision indicates for the fertility level in 1950 of all 15 ‘old’ Member States a 
median value of 2.33 children. 

21 The data stem from the so-called ‘NEGO’ surveys (National Surveys on Family Formation) conducted 
through the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s in Belgium. They were based on the National Fertility Study 
conducted in the US in the mid-1960s by Norman B. Ryder and Charles F. Westoff (1971). The 
Belgian NEGO-surveys may be regarded to be the predecessor of the international FFS surveys of 
the 1990s (see endnote 19 above). 

22  According to the 2004 Revision, France and Sweden had a TFR-value in 2000-2005 of 1.89 and 1.65, 
respectively, in both cases significantly higher than the median of 1.28 for the southern EU15 Member 
States (Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain).  

23  ‘Planes’ are actually similar to the more classical age pyramid, with the difference that no distinction is 
made between the numbers of men and women. 

24  Note, however, that all researchers are careful in their predictions. In view of recent developments one 
can no longer agree on a maximum life span. In fact, researchers now question the existence of a 
biological maximum. There is agreement, however, based on analyses of data on mortality for 
populations with high levels of life expectancy (such as Sweden and Japan), that mortality in old age 
is slowing down; and that the increase in life expectancy is decelerating (cf. the assumptions made in 
the simulation exercises for the evolution of life expectancy after 2050). 

25  Note that with rising life expectancies, the difference between men and women could be narrowing. 
The observation was first made for England and Wales and is thus far limited to some European 
countries (Grundy, 1996). There is no clear explanation. A plausible explanation could be that women 
have adopted and risky life-styles usually associated with men (Schoenmaeckers, 2004).  

26  Note that the subject of the older poor, and especially the situation of older women, is also treated in 
two UNFPA reports from 2002, published jointly with the CBGS (Population and Family Study Centre), 
with financial support from the Belgian Directorate General for Development Co-operation). 

27  Note that the subject of the older poor, and especially the situation of older women, is also treated in 
two UNFPA reports from 2002, published jointly with the CBGS (Population and Family Study Centre), 
with financial support from the Belgian Directorate General for Development Co-operation). 

28  It can also be derived from results in the country reports for, for example, Canada (Légaré, et al. 
1998), Finland (Lindgren et al., 1999), and Switzerland (Bongard and Sauvain-Dugerdil, 2002) in the 
UNECE/PAU series on the Socio-Economic Status and Living Arrangements of Older Persons. 

29  Note, however, that Martin and Kinsella (1994) suspect that the difference would be decreasing 
because of lower mortality rates in the cities.  

30  The UNFPA statistics are based on a UNAIDS Report from 2006 and refer to the situation in 2005. 
31  A full report on the Second World Assembly on Ageing, including the MIPAA, is available at 

www.un.org/esa/socdev/ageing. 

 



�����
�
�

���������	
��
�	��
�
 ��!��
��
	��
	�	
����
"������

#�$
�





 
page  47 

 
32 These were preceded by two more ‘technical’ conferences (i.e. implying that no international 

programme of action was adopted by participating countries): the first organised in Rome in 1954 and 
the second organised in Beograd in 1965. 

33  More information is available at www.un.org/esa/population/cpd/aboutcom.htm (the website of the UN 
Population Division). 

34  An alternative to the dependency ratio is to measure the ratio of the number of ‘older people’ over the 
number of people of working age. We prefer to include the number of younger people in the equation. 

35  The denomination ‘G77’ dates from 1964 when the group was established at the end of the first 
UNCTAD-meeting (UN Conference on Trade and Development). Today, the group includes over 130 
member countries. 

36 The full text of preparatory section 11 of the resolution that was eventually adopted at the CPD-40 is 
as follows: 

“Recognising further that the second stage of the demographic transition [referring to the decline in 
fertility, the first stage being the decline in mortality according to the classic theory: see section 
4] presents a window of opportunity for development and that the translation of this window of 

opportunity into benefits for development requires national policies and an international 
economic environment conducive to investment, employment, sustained economic development 

and further integration and full participation of developing countries in the global economy.” 
37  For an overview of the three international UN conferences, their differences and significance for the 

international community see Sinding (2000). 
38  The complete version of the ICPD Programme of Action is available on the website of UNFPA: 

www.unfpa.org/icpd. 
39  The first signs of fertility decline in Asia were observed in 1955-1960; Latin America and the 

Caribbean followed in 1965-1970; it was not before 1985-1990 that all the Africa regions showed signs 
of a fertility decline. 

 A vast literature exists on the reasons for the success of family planning programmes and fertility 
decline. A key research question is to what extent family planning programmes can be successful 
independent of economic development. Much of the early literature is based on WFS-data (for an 
overview, see WFS, 1981). Current research is based on DHS-data (more info available at: 
www.measuredhs.com/start.cfm).  

40  We do not discuss whether FP programmes alone have led to fertility decline or in conjunction with 
socio-economic development. We tend to agree with Cleland (2005), as stated in his keynote address 
at the XXVth IUSSP International Population Conference in Tours, 18-23 July 2005, that FP 
programmes (and the availability of contraceptives) alone are unlikely to be sufficient for women to 
have fewer children. This conclusion is in line with the historical fertility decline as observed in Europe 
and the role of values (cf. Lesthaeghe, 1977). 

41  The author has attended, as a member of the Belgian delegation, the ICPD Conference and nearly all 
subsequent CPD sessions (which are organised annually at the UN Headquarters in NY). 

42  In mission reports and unpublished ‘essays’, most available only in Dutch. 
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Box  Data sources: 

As suggested in the introduction, the initial intention of this study was to provide an analysis 
including all sub-Saharan Africa countries (with the exception of South Africa). This has not been 
feasible, however, because of the lack of a database covering all countries (except the large 
international databases on demographic, economic and social indicators). Consequently, we have 
been forced to limit the analysis to those countries for which relevant data are readily available. 

The data for the analysis of socioeconomic living conditions stem from household surveys carried 
out during the 1990s in the following countries: Côte d’Ivoire (1985-87, 1993, 1998); Burkina Faso 
(1994 and 1998); Ghana (1988-1992); Guinea Conakry (1988-1992); Senegal (1994): and Mali 
(1994, 2001). 

Most of these surveys were financed and supported by the World Bank and were carried out by 
national statistics offices. They include a “household expenditure and consumption” section. The 
total amount of annual expenditure for each household is estimated on the basis of this section, and 
a living standard indicator is calculated by relating consumption to household size. With the 
exception of Senegal in 1994 and Mali in 2001, the amounts of household expenditure in all the 
other surveys used have been harmonised and adjusted for inflation (between regions and over 
time) by a DIAL team 3 (see Cogneau et al., 2006). Based on this adjusted and harmonised living 
standard indicator 4, we constructed a relative poverty indicator. For each country, we considered 
the 40 per cent of households with the lowest living standard as poor. It should be pointed out that 
this level is quite close to the proportion of 46 per cent of people living in extreme poverty of less 
than a dollar a day as used by the World Bank. One may therefore assume, we believe, that even if 
the daily experiences of poor households in these various countries is not always similar, the 40 per 
cent threshold should include those who are indeed deprived, especially taking into account the fact 
that all countries in the study are poor and highly indebted. 

For participation in the labour market, we used the 1-2-3 surveys carried out between 2000 and 
2002 in the seven capitals of UEMOA 5 Member Countries (Abidjan, Bamako, Cotonou, Dakar, 
Niamey, Lomé and Ouagadougou) 6, by the national statistics offices with support from Afristat 7 
and DIAL (Brilleau et al., 2004). Although the data collected relate only to cities, they have two 
advantages. On the one hand they are completely comparable and, on the other hand, by using an 
appropriate methodology, they capture in detail the working situation of all individuals, even those 
who only marginally participate in the economic activity. They therefore provide an opportunity to 
study the characteristics of the work being done (wage received, number of hours worked, etc) and 
also to estimate alternative sources of income (pensions, transfers, investment income).  

Although they contain a great deal of information on people’s work, the data from the 1-2-3 
surveys remain cross-sectional and do not enable the changes that have occurred in the urban 
labour market over a long period to be studied in order to describe the conditions of integration into 
the labour market for successive generations and thus forecast how trends in the living conditions 
of the elderly will evolve. To do so, we have used biographical data collected in several African 
capitals  Abidjan (1996), Lomé (2001), Dakar (2001) and Yaoundé (1996). These data make it 
possible to track the career paths of different generations throughout their lives. 

Finally, the databases used in this study are numerous and concern countries that are not always the 
same. In fact this heterogeneousness protects us from individual results that would be too specific 
to a particular country as it should be remembered that our objective is to make a general diagnosis 
of the living conditions and integration into the labour market of elderly people in Africa. 
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• Generalised poverty in the rural environment and unequal poverty in the urban 
environment 
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• A not insignificant level of activity amongst the elderly 
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• Working hours that are similar to normal but with lower pay 
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• Elderly women excluded from the retirement system 
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• Few elderly people have both a pension and work 
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• Relatively comfortable pension levels 
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Endnotes Chapter Two: 
 
1  See, for example, Chapter 1 of Schoenmaeckers. 
2  Other strategies to gain access to prestige and power are based on success in the world of business 

and/or politics (the two very often go hand in hand). 
3  DIAL (Développement, Insertion et Analyses de Long terme - Development Institutions and Long-

Term Analysis) is a Paris-based centre for research in developing economies. 
4  Except for Mali 2001 and Senegal 1994 for which we use a living standard indicator that is not 

adjusted for inflation. 
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5  UEMOA: Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest Africain (West African Economic and Monetary 

Union). The member countries of UEMOA are: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, 
Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo.  

6  As some readers may not be familiar with African geography, Abidjan is the capital of Côte d’Ivoire; 
Bamako of Mali; Cotonou of Benin; Dakar of Senegal; Lomé of Togo; and Ouagadougou of Burkina 
Faso.  

7  AFRISTAT (Economic and statistical observatory of Sub-Saharan Africa) is a pan-African statistical 
institute based in Bamako. Its objective is to promote the harmonisation of statistical data and the use 
of statistical data in Africa. 

8  As we made clear in the box, for each country, the 40% of households with the lowest living standard 
are regarded as poor. This proportion is not very far from the 46% put forward by the World Bank on 
the basis of the 1$ a day threshold. 

9  Values derived from the median values between the cities. 
10  At the time this paper was written 100 CFA francs (Communauté Financière Africaine – African 

Financial Community) was equivalent to 15 Euro cents or 23 USD cents. 
11  Median value between the cities for the ‘total’ statistic (not shown in figure 2.8). 
12  By considering only material transfers between households any solidarity within the household is not 

taken into account. This kind of solidarity may, however, be quite important. Other forms of support 
that are not taken into account are, for example, psychological, help with domestic tasks, care, ….  It 
is clear that the data available do not allow a thorough exploration of all aspects of ‘solidarity’. 

13  Results from the survey on the profile of elderly people in Burkina Faso: the case of retired workers, 
Ouagadougou. 

14  For each generation group, this proportion is calculated for all the individuals in the cohort and not 
only for working people. 

15  In this section, we present the situation for men first and then the situation for women. 
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C���6� �2230�� 	���� ���������� ��� ����������� ����� ������������� ���������� ���������� !����
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���������������������������������������/�
������6��88�0��

;��
����6�������!�����"������������������6�!���������������������%���������������������

��������������������������""������!��%��������������������!��%������"�6����������������
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H�� �88 E�
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!����������
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��� �����

����������� ���� ������������%������� ����������� ����� ���� ���� 
����� "��� ���� ���������� �"�
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Endnotes Chapter Three: 
�
1  The MIPAA is available at http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ageing/madrid_intlplanaction.html. 
2  See the comparison of the evolution and the current proportions of people aged 60 and over in 

Chapter 1 by Schoenmaeckers. 
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• Increasing numbers of older people 
• Social and cultural changes 
• Rising poverty levels 
• Exclusion in emergency responses 
• The absence of supporting policies and legislation 
• Poor access to health care 
• The impact of HIV/AIDS 
• The burden of care of people living with HIV/AIDS 
• The burden of care of orphans and vulnerable children 
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• Improving the caring role of older people through advocacy and direct 
programmes 

• Increasing access to income 
• Improving food security 
• Renovation and rehabilitation of shelter 
• Social funds 
• Access to entitlements 
• Improving older people’s ability to care and support PLWAS and OVCs 
• Recommendations�
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• Rising poverty levels 
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• Exclusion in emergency responses 

B��������
�������#�������������

���#�
�����%�3�#
�%
�#�������#
���3�

������
�
�>����

4

8�����������#����)�����������������������������#����������0��=��3���
�����3�����
�����

������
� #�
�* ������ �����
)� �������� ���� �A������� �������
� ��������� 
%� ��)� #
**����)�

��
��3�8���

������
�
�������
��)��������������5&��3��������J�"��
�)3�!CC<7���
��
���3�

����� 

���� ��
�
�� ���� ����
�#��� �
� 
���� ��� #�*��� ��� ��%�����3� ������ ������ ����

#��#�* ����#��������
���
��)�������������������
��5��
��
3�$1117��

���� ��������
�� ���/
�� 

��� 
%� ����
��� ����#������ ����� �� ��������� �* ��#�� 
�� 

����

��
�
�>�� �8�
��)� �
� �##���� %

�����#�� ������ ����#������ ���� 8�
=����
��3� #
**����)�

#���#��)��
�#����%
�� ����*
�����
����8
��* �*8����8�#
*���������8
���������������
��


%�%�* �
)�����#����������
�� ���

������
�
���A������#����* �D
��#������� ��� ������ �

��3�

����
���8�
������ ���� �
#��
� �������� 	������*
��3� ��� ���
%�����������%
��

������
�
�� �
�

�������
�����������%�* �
����%

��������������%
��)
������
�
���



���������	
��
�	��
�������
�	
������
�
	�
��
��

�������
��
���
�





 
page  98 
 

• Policies and legislation 
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• Poor access to health care 
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• Traditional medicine 
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Endnotes Chapter Four: 
�
1  UNAIDS is the joint United Nations Programme combating HIV/AIDS. 
2  Using age 60 as the demarcation into old age is arbitrary. There is no general rule. In European 

countries age 65 is often used as the demarcation because it usually corresponds to the legal age at 
retirement. In the case of the countries of sub-Saharan Africa, 60 may be considered quite low 
considering that in over 80 per cent of these countries life expectancies at birth are below 55 years of 
age (US Census Bureau, 2007). 

3  HAI stands for HelpAge International 
4  NEPAD stands for Partnership for African Development. 
5  For a comprehensive report on the situation in Tanzania, see HAI (2004b). 
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“Containing and reversing the HIV/AIDS epidemic, tuberculosis and other infectious 
diseases should be our top priority for the first quarter of the 21st century  ... as an integral 

part of our continental agenda for promoting poverty reduction” 
�3��<6��9994�

�

+�

� ��
��
�

��
��� 

� ������
����� �,� ������� �����)
�� ���
�����
�� +�� �
�!� ����

"�#$���%� ��
��)
�� ���� ��������
�'���
��
��

��
�� 
���� �
� +�6�

�
�������� �������� ���

�����������)������
���6���������������
�
�,6�������
���������
�)���6��������
)����,����

�����)
��!��0���3;"�6��991�=��-�6��991=�
���<����6��9974��

�

����*�(�*�(�*�(�*�(�����%���
'
��'��
��'�"�#$���%�������������������!��))�
%���
'
��'��
��'�"�#$���%�������������������!��))�
%���
'
��'��
��'�"�#$���%�������������������!��))�
%���
'
��'��
��'�"�#$���%�������������������!��))�
����

"������ '���
�!�*� ���� 
�����!
�
� ��� ��� ��� ���� "�#$���%� ��



� 
�� %%�� ����� 3��)�
��

�5���

���,4�'���
������'���� ����
�:���'����
�!� ���� ����'���� ��
��
�
�
� 
�������
�� ����

�99��<����������
����'���))
�) �������"�#$���%���������E�D
��������''
�) ���
������

<�2
��991�/��
�
������������
������"�#$���%�3<�6��99�6��9974���

o /������
����
���������
�!�"�#�������������
���
���,��)��!�����,���!�3�.&�*�,�
4=�

o %����
�!�)�����������
�������
)



��=�



���������	
��
�	��
�������
�	
������
�
	�
��
��

�������
��
���
�





 

page  120 

o /���
�
�!������) ��������������
��
�'�����=�

o ���
�!�'�������0��
���
��
���������������
�������,����%6�����
������,�������
�.���

E�������6� 
)��
�
��,� :����� �'���� �5��
�
��,�:� ���� ��
��
�,� '���
� 

� ��� ��
������ ����

���������
����!�������
�3�!����.&*C46�0�����)��

���������!��) �I��
�,��'���������
�
�!�

0
���"�#$���%��

��� �����
��6� ���
�� ���!��))��
�� '��
� ����� ����� 
)���)������ ���!��,� �����!��


���
�) ���
�
�������� �,����!��))�
��

• Expansion of anti-retroviral (ARV) treatment�
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• Voluntary counselling and testing (VCT) 
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• Support to families affected by HIV/AIDS, especially to orphaned children�
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Endnotes Chapter Five: 
�
1  Recent years have seen growing international concern and intensified debates on the implications of 

the ‘Brain Drain’ for African Health Systems, and on approaches to ameliorate these (see e.g. 
Eastwood et al., 2005; WHO, 2006b; CfA, 2005). 

2 Only five countries have so far met or surpassed the 0.7% target: Denmark, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden. Six other countries have committed themselves to a timeline to 
reach this target before 2015: Belgium, Finland, France, Ireland, Spain and the United Kingdom 
(UNDP, 2007). 

3 Given that most SSA countries are far off track for achieving the MDGs by 2015, the focus is on 
redoubling efforts to at least put countries firmly ‘on the path’ to achieving the goals as soon as 
possible (UN, 2005).  

4 Substantial international funds have been made available for the fight against AIDS in SSA among 
others through the Global Fund and the US President’s Emergency Plan for HIV/AIDS. Nonetheless, 
resources remain constrained given the scale of the tasks. 

5 A fifth priority is to redouble efforts to search for a vaccine for HIV/AIDS. 
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• Legislative initiatives 
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Endnotes Chapter Six: 
�
1  Taking 60 as the age limit may be subject for debate. The choice here is made to be consistent with 

Flemish legislation, which defines ‘elderly’ as people aged 60 or over. However, with the ‘Flemish 
Parliament Act on Home Care and Residential Care’ (‘woonzorgdecreet’) of 2008 (see endnote 11) 
the age limit of 60 has been increased to 65. 

2  Another is a financial dependency ratio: total amount spent on pensions versus labour income.�
3  In the case of Denmark, the decline is partially the result of using a less severe measure of disability 

(only having functional limitations). 
4  The extent at which life expectancy might further increase in the future is the subject of much scientific 

debate. According to a report by the U.S. Census Bureau (2005), the debate can be summarised as 
follows: “The first (pessimistic view) contends that the practical limits have nearly been attained, while 
the second (optimistic view) says that old-age mortality will decline at a more accelerated pace in the 
future. Some researchers believe that the maximum average life expectancy is about 85 years of age 
and argue that the incremental improvements needed to achieve much higher levels of life expectancy 
are unlikely… Others believe that recent declines in mortality rates will continue, given the continued 
steady progress against the diseases of old age, that life expectancy could reach much higher levels 
in the coming century, and that medical developments will extend life expectancy to 100 years or more 
…”. 

5  As a result of five successive revisions to the constitution in 1970, 1980, 1988-1989, 1992-1993 and 
2001, the unitary entity of Belgium has been transformed into a federal state of three communities (the 
Flemish, the French and the German-speaking Community) and three Regions (the Flemish, the 
Walloon and the Brussels-Capital Region). Each of them has its own parliament and government, 
except in Flanders where the Community and Region form a single institution. The communities are 
authorised with respect to so-called personal matters, such as culture, education, child protection, 
providing assistance for families and relief for immigrants. The federal government has authority for 
matters such as defence, foreign affairs, justice, finance, social security, some publicly owned 
enterprises, significant areas of public health and home affairs (including security and asylum). 

6  Due to the sharp increase of the expenses in hospitals, the state was forced to economise: acute 
hospital beds could be replaced by nursing beds in rest homes, in particular reserved for severely 
disabled elderly people. This meant an important money-saver because the personnel standards in 
rest homes are lower than in general hospitals. Moreover, elderly people pay a greater share of the 
total cost in rest homes than in hospitals where the daily in-patient accommodation charge is 
reimbursed by the federal Institute for Health and Invalidity (Vanderleyden, 2004: 156). 

7  Services for family and elderly care provide help to families, elderly and handicapped people in 
performing the instrumental activities of daily living. In the home care decree of 1998 focusing on all 
categories of users (and not only the elderly), the term is replaced by ‘services for family aid’. To 
simplify, from now on we will only use the term ‘services for family aid’. 

8  An investigation in the second half of the nineties shows that the cost per year in home care is equal 
to € 2,130 on average. This amount differs according to the degree of care: severely handicapped 
elderly spend more than double in home care compared with those who are still capable of performing 
a great deal of their daily activities. The degree of care was measured via a dependency scale used in 
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home care and residential care. Category O = physically completely independent; category A = 
moderately physically dependent: need help with bathing, and/or dressing, category B = dependent in 
bathing, dressing and transfer and/or going to the toilet, category C = dependent in bathing, dressing, 
transfer and/or going to the toilet and additionally dependent as a result of incontinence and/or 
feeding. About half of the € 2,130 goes on average to co-payment and personal contributions in health 
care, another half consists of dependency costs, such as the use of family aid, meals-on-wheels, 
transfer, etc. The dependency cost of severely handicapped people amounts to 60 per cent. 

9  Despite processes of individualisation, data from the Netherlands Kinship Panel Study (NKPS) 
involving respondents between the age of 18 and 80 years, show that substantial amounts of 
instrumental support are still being exchanged between parents and children (Knijn and Liefbroer, 
2006: 103). Although we have evidence that the support by the informal network had somewhat 
declined in the 1975-2002 period (Vanderleyden, 2003), informal care is still more important than 
professional care. 

10  For the inventory of the realisations on the ground, we’ve investigated the laws and decrees as 
coordinates of the realised policy. 

11  The legislation will change in reasonable times because today (November 2008), a preliminary draft of 
the ‘Flemish Parliament Act on Home Care and Residential Care’ has been approved by the Flemish 
Government and will soon be discussed in the Parliament. The decree integrates the legislation on 
home care and residential care. 

12  The Flemish Parliament was opposed to the idea of developing this initiative on the federal level, citing 
a conflict of interest because the initiative was situated on the borderline between the federal level 
(social security) and the level of the communities (assistance to persons).   

13  The creation and development of services by the government was not always inspired by the concern 
to cover the needs of the population involved; sometimes rationality was at stake. The creation of 
cleaning services in 1977 made it possible for low-skilled unemployed people to participate in the 
labour market. In the seventies, with 1973 as a line of demarcation for the slowing growth which would 
last for a long time, the unemployment rate rose sharply. Through the development of cleaning 
services work could be offered to low-skilled people, who suffered most from the crisis. 

14  This concerns all dependent people who need care, but almost 80 per cent of the total numbers are 
elderly people.�

15  In order to compare some European countries with respect to their share in home care and residential 
care, the age of 65 is used as a criterion for all countries under study, including Flanders.  
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• Labour force 
• Unemployment and employment  
• Economic dependency ratios 
• Labour productivity and GDP 
• Real interest rate 
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• Unemployment benefits 
• Health care expenditure 
• Long-term care expenditure 
• Education expenditure 
• Public pension expenditure 
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=                                                
[ (65+) / (15-64) ]

=                                                 
[ (non employed 65+) /                     
(tot. employed 15-64 ) ]

=                                                 
[ (tot. non employed) /                     

(tot. employed 15-64 ) ]
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• Labour productivity and GDP 
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• Real interest rate 
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• Unemployment benefits 
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• Health care expenditure 
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• Education expenditure 
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Endnotes Chapter Seven: 
�
1  See introductory chapter by R. Schoenmaeckers. 
2  On its website (http://kce.fgov.be) the KCE is presented as follows: “The KCE is a semi-governmental 

institution which produces analyses and studies in the different research domains in which decisions 
must be taken; collecting and disseminating objective information from registered data, literature and 
current practice; and developing high level scientific expertise in its research domains”. 

3  MALTESE stands for: Model for Analysis of Long Term Evolution of Social Expenditure. 
4  Changes in various dependency ratios are further discussed in section 3.3.1. 
5  The abbreviations used correspond to those agreed upon by the European institutions: PL (Poland), 

EE (Estonia), AT (Austria), LV (Latvia), MT (Malta), IT (Italy), SE (Sweden), DE (Germany), LT 
(Lithuania), SK (Slovakia), FR (France), UK (United Kingdom), FI (Finland), DK (Denmark), NL 
(Netherlands), BE (Belgium), CZ (Czech Republic), IE (Ireland), HU (Hungary), ES (Spain), SI 
(Slovenia), LU (Luxembourg), PT (Portugal), CY (Cyprus). Data for GR (Greece) were not available. 

6  NAIRU (Non-Accelerating Inflation Rate of Unemployment) corresponds to the lowest possible 
unemployment rate compatible with a non-inflationary environment. The NAIRU estimates used by the 
Commission are those agreed by the Output Gap Working Group of the Economic Policy Committee.  

7  These values refer to the 2006 AWG exercise. A new exercise will be published in 2009. 
8  Long term economic projections are elaborated in real terms. 
9   Cf. footnote no 5. 
10  As emphasised by the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing in 2002; cf. Report of the Second 

World Assembly on Ageing, Madrid, 8-12 April 2002.  
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Table A2   List of selected projects related to ‘population ageing’ under the 5th and 6th EU 
Framework Programmes 
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Endnotes Chapter Eight: 
�
1  For the years 2005-2010 the median TFR-value between all EU countries is 1.4 children per woman, 

with minimum and maximum values being 1.49 and 1.95 children, respectively (UN, 2005) 
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2  As a matter of fact, the increase in life expectancy that the industrialised countries have experienced 

in the 20th century is mainly the result of a lowering of mortality after age 60; see, for example, 
Schoenmaeckers (2004).  

3  Both authors also worked on the European project entitled Old Age and Autonomy: The Role of 
Service Systems and Intergenerational Family Solidarity (acronym OASIS). OASIS was carried out 
under the 5th EU Framework programme. Its goal was to come to a better understanding of the 
interplay between family culture, intergenerational relations, and service systems, and their impact on 
elders’ autonomy and quality of life. For more information, see: http://oasis.haifa.ac.il. 

4   In fact, projects financed under the 6th Framework Programme related to ‘population ageing’ are 
connected to the following activity areas of this framework: information society technologies (6 
projects), citizens and governance (1 project), research infrastructures (1 project), life-science, 
genomics and biotechnology for health (3 projects), research for policy support (4 projects), specifics 
of SME activities (3 projects), joint research centre (1 project), and Marie Curie Fellowships (Mobility) 
(1 project). 

5 The DG Research and Development prepared some publications summarising the results of projects 
financed under the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes; see for instance Key Action, Improving the 
Socio-Economic Knowledge Base, Synopses of Key Action Projects Funded as a Result of the Three 
Calls for Proposals (1999-2002), European Commission, Directorate-General for Research; Citizen 
and Governance in a Knowledge-based Society, 2003; European Union-Supported Research in Social 
Sciences and Humanities 1998-2005, European Commission, 2006; Social Sciences and Humanities 
in FP6, Projects’ Synopses, All Calls – July 2006, European Commission. 

6 Tripl-E Dose Conference (Education-Employment-Europe), organised by the Jagiellonian University 
(Cracow) and National Contact Point of the European projects of the Institute of Fundamental 
Technological Research of the Polish Academy of Science (Warsaw), Kraków, Poland, 21-22 
September 2006. The Conference Proceedings are available at the Tripl-E Dose website:  
http://www.kpk.gov.pl/triple. 

7  www.europeansocialsurvey.org 
8  Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe: Integrating Activities to Access the Time 

Dimension and to Enlarge the Cross-national Dimension. 
9  First Forum on Europe's Demographic Future, held at the end of October 2006, European 

Commission, DG Employment, Social Affairs & Equal Opportunities, 
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/emplweb/events/event_en.cfm?id=625. 

10  Another example of shared responsibilities in the field of lifelong learning is the initiative of 
FREREF  European Summer University for Lifelong Learning, which is annually organised in 
various parts of Europe with the objective of discussing topics such as, for example, Integration into 
Working Life: Tensions between education, training and employment (Luxembourg, 2007), 
http://conf.emacs.uni.lu/freref/2007/site/. 

11  http://www.ageingresearch.group.shef.ac.uk and the Report of the Second Meeting of the European 
Forum on Population Ageing Research, European Forum on Population Ageing Research, Brussels, 
2004 
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12  Report of the Second Meeting of the European Forum on Population Ageing Research, European 

Forum on Population Ageing Research, Brussels, 2004:  4. 
13  http://cordis.europa.eu/fp6/projects.htm. 
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• The attention given to ‘population ageing’ by European policy makers 
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•  ‘Population ageing’ in the African context 

!�����#
��������1�#�(����������������"����
��
��"����1�/���"
����
��&��
&0��
��.��#������

��� .��� 
��� ��#������ ���� ��(�� ����
���
� .��(� ��
�#%�(�-���1� ������� ��� 
����
�
� ��� ���

�
���
����
�
�
���
��

��*����1� �
� ������ �.� ������ ��
�����
%� 
�*� ���������
�1� /���"
����
� �&��
&0� �
� �.��#��

��������� �

� �"�� ����
���
�� ��� �
��#����� '%� �#���
(��#-���� �
� ��������  � �
�� �&��
�

�

"�������� �
� .�&"���  4� 1� ���� ���"����
� ��� 
�-�
%� ��� #��
&�� �����
%�� �##����
&� ��� ����

5��"
����
�5�����#����.�����5��"
����
��������
�9@�1�$447:1�'%�$474��������#�
��&���

�.��
��������
��(�%��������"'
��1�#�(�
&�#
������� 4�����#�
���

2"��������/��(�&�����#�0�����
��������

%���&"(�
���*�%�/���"
����
��&��
&0��
��.��#��

��������� ���� ����
���
��.� ���� �
���
����
�
� #�(("
��%�� 	���� ���*�

� �

"�������� �
� ����

#�����������
�
&�*�����������"����
��
��.��#���



���������	
��
�	��
�������
�	
������
�
	�
��
��

�������
��
���
�





 
page  254 
 

!
������������������������ $��� $��� $��� $� �"�����"�����"�����"����� �
������������������� ��&"�� ����� /���"
����
� �&��
&0�*�

��##"�� �
� ��&�
���
�

#�
��<�� �.� ������%�� !
����1� �##����
&� ��� �� ��#�
�� ���"�� �.� ���� �"(�
� ����
��(�
��

��������.�@��5�9$447:1�G�5�����#�������
��"';������
�#�"
����������

%���.��#���
�9�
��

.�"����
��:��.����������&����
"���
������#�"
�������@��� 1A44����@���$)1344��
�555�

95"�#�����5�*���5����%:��?"���
�
�����*����1����'�'
%����
�(����*������(���������.�#��

������"��
&�����
������#�����G�5�����#�������#�"�

%���#
�
���'%��'�"�� �����#�
������

�

"(���##����
&����������(�����������1��
������������ 664����$44)��
��

%�$7�����

#�
���.��

��"';������
��.��#�
�#�"
������*��������

"�
�&��*���������.�G�5�����#������

��&�������
�$�����#�
��9��������������37>��.��

���&�;�
#�(�������#�"
�����:8��
���
�

,4�����#�
�������

"�
�&��*���������.�G�5�����#������*���
�&������9.���)7>��.��

��"';

������
��.��#�
�#�"
����������&��*��������*���'��*��
�4��
��$>:��

�C���0��(���1�������&�����������%�
���
�������'�������.����
��������
�8�����
��
&��
�

����#�"
��%� )� ���� /������%�����0��.��
��������
��*�"
��'��7� ��� 7����#�
��&�����
���

��&�������
�����
����
�
������&������%�.�*��
���
%�'�
�.���.��(���������(�
���%���(��!
�

���� #�����1��

%��'�"����
.��.� �����
����(�
�*������
���*��-� ��#����� ����
���
8�.���

*�(�
1� �������#�
��&�� ����

%� ,����� #�
����
� ������������
�� ���������� �
��#����
��

�����������*������'�
�.���.��(���������(�
���%���(��������&����������'�'�
��%��.��
���

'�
�.���
&�.��(��
��������"�#���.��
#�(���������
�
%1��
��.��#�����1�������*�"
��'����

/������*��..�#�0����*��-��������*���/����0�#�
�����������&���9���
:�(���� ,��

�"����� �
�� ����� �
��� ���*� ����
���
� ��� ���� .�#�� ����� �
���� ����
�� �
� �.��#�� ���� 
��


�
&��� �����#���� �
� ���� ��(�� *�%� ��� �
� ���� ����8� ���%� ���1� .��� �
���
#�1� 
�� 
�
&���

#�
������������"�#���.�*����(��2���������������"
���.�����.�#������������#�
�(�#���*���

���� #��
&��� ��
��� �
�� ��� 
�*� ������� �
� ���� ��
��� �.� ���� *�

;��"#����� %�"
&���

&�
������
��9�
���������,�2"��
���
�����
&���
������
��.%������"��
;"�'�
�(�&�����
�

�
�� ���� ��
���#�
� �
���'�
��%� �
� (�
%� �.��#�
� #�"
������ ��� �����'
�� ��"�#��� .��� ����

*��-�
�
&������#��.����
��������
�:��

�
�� �(�
�#����
��.������"
.���"
�������"����
� ��� �����(�
%��
��������
�� �
��.��#��.��
�

#�(��

������#�
��
"��*��-�
&��.����/������(�
�0��&�8��
��.��#�1��#�����%��������.�����&��

34� ����("#�� ��&���� ���
� �
1�.��� �<�(�
�1� 2�
&�"(�� B�
�

%1� ���� �"������ ���
�� ��� ����

�����
��'�
��%� �.� ���� 
����
�
� &����
(�
��� .��� ����
���
&� �� ("#�;
������ ��#��
�

��#"���%��%���(��

!
� �������� )�������� )�������� )�������� )1� ��
������ ��
������ ��
������ ��
������ ���E�#��� �� ��(�
��� ��#�"��� �.� ����
����
�� ���� .�#"���� �
� ����

���"����
� �.� *�(�
� �
� �.��#�
� ��#���%�� ���� ����������� ���� ���*� �
����%� ����#���� '%�

�"������
������1�
�(�
%�������
����*�(�
��.��
�
��������
����%������.�������
�.���
����%�

�����#�
�����
����
����*�(�
������"

���'
�1����%�
�����
�������%1�#�

���'�
�.���.��(�

(���#�
� #���8� ���%� �.��
1� '��
&� *���*��� ��� ���������1� ���%� 
���� �
� #�(�
���� ��#��
�



�����
�
��

 ���
���

�

�
��	
��



 

 
page  255 

���
����
��C�(�
�(�%�
����
�
&��� ���
�(�
�'"��'�#�"����.� ���������������� �����.�#��

#�
� ����
%� '�� #�

��� �� /'
����
&0�� ��*����1� �
� ������ �.� ������ ����� 
���
&� #�
�����
��

��#���%� ���

� �<��#��� ���(� ��� ��-�� #���� �.� ���� ��#-� �
�� ����#��

%� �.� ������ �����
���

&��
�#��
���
�����������"
���.������!��;�����(�#��

	����.���1� ���� ��&"��1� �
� �(�����(�
�� �.� ���� 
���
&� #�
�����
�� �.� �
���� *�(�
� ���


�#�����%����*����1��
��������.������������
��
�$44$��.������������!
���
����
�
�5
�
�

�.� �#���
� �
� �&��
&� 9�!5��:� '%�  76� #�"
�����1� ���� �(�
�(�
�����
� �
� �.��#�� *�

� '��

�<���(�
%���..�#"
���	��������#�"
������ �
� ���� /��"��0�*�

�'��.�#�
&�
�(���������"�#���

�
�� ���� .�
�
#��
� �������
#�� �.� ���� ��#���� #�"
������ �
� ���� /�����0� ��� �#��#��� C�� *�

�

#�(��'�#-������������"���
�����
�<������&������
�#�
#
"��
&���(��-���

	��������
����"'��������
��.��#�1��
��������
������/�������������.���������0���
����(�
�

#�
����

���������.�
����(����
�#���
�������������
�
�'�
��.����������#������*����(�*����

�
���&��9�
���"&��������������
����*��-�
�
&:�'"����������
����
������
�.����
����*�(�
��

�
� ���� #�
����%1� ��������
�
� ���#��#��� (�%� (�-�� ���(� �����#"
��
%� �"

���'
��� B���

�
���
#�1���������
������
������(�.��(���
��
&��
%��������%���������(���%������*���*��

	������"����
�'�#�(��� ���

%��������*��
� ���%������##"�����.�*��#�#��.�1� �� ���"����
�

�������1�����

"��������'%����1�
�������

�������<#�����
�
��
��"��
��.��#����

	����!��������(�#�����(�����
����*�(�
����
�(�����"

���'
�������
��#�����'%����1�


���
%� �*�;������� �.� �

� �!�L�!��� #����� �
� ���� *��
�� ���� .�"
�� �
� �.��#��� 	��� .�&���

�&��
��� ���������
%����������
�� ���� �(��#�� ��������
��
��������
������ �
�����&����� �
�

(���������� �
���������,��������,��������,��������,�'%���

�
��2"��
���

�
��2"��
���

�
��2"��
���

�
��2"��
���
��	���
&*�����
&�	���
&*�����
&�	���
&*�����
&�	���
&*�����
&���
����������7��������7��������7��������7�'%�

!��'�

���'�����
!��'�

���'�����
!��'�

���'�����
!��'�

���'�����
��

�..�#��
� ��������#�� ���� "
����
�'
�1� '"�� 2"��
�� �
�� ���
&�� ����(���� ���� 
"('��� �.�

�����
��� #��
���
� ��
����� ��� ���� �!��;�����(�#� ��� ������
� (�

��
�� !
� (���� #�����

����'�'
%�"�����34�����#�
���'%�
�#-��.��
���
������1�������#��
���
�����'��
&���-�
�

#���� �.� '%� ������ 
�<�� �.� -�
1� "�"�

%� ���� &��
�����
��1� (���� ���#�.�#�

%� ������

&��
�(�������C��
��������#��.�#���.��������
��������
��#�
��

%�'�����
�"���1����
�����

�
��� ���'�� ���
����� ����� ���%� ���� 
��� *�

;���������.��� ����� ���-�� 	���"�'��
&�
&��.�

������&��
�#��
���
� �������
����.�#�"�����
��<����.�
�
#��
�'"���
�'"��(�����.��

� �
�

&�
���
��
��������
��������

%�
���
��-
�*
��&���'�"���������������
����*���������#��

#��
���
�.��(��
.�#���
8�(�������1� �
� ����#�����.���#-
���� ���%�����"
�'
�������%�.���

�����<����#�����.������(�
���

!��'�

�� �'�����
� (�-��� �� ?"���� #����#�
� ������(�
�� �.� ���� ���"����
�� ���� ���
��.����

������#�"����.�������.�#������������.��#�
�#�"
�������
�&�
���
������

;����������
�������

.�&��� �&��
��� ���� �!�L�!��� �����(�#�� 	���.����� #�"��� ���� ���
��.���� ��� ���� ������
��.�

���
����%���(�������#�
��?"�
#���.�#"����
��"'
�#����
��
&������*����������.�����
���


�'���
����"#�"��
���E"��(�
�����&��((���9��5:� �
����� 6=4���
�� 664���!
�����&�����



���������	
��
�	��
�������
�	
������
�
	�
��
��

�������
��
���
�





 
page  256 
 

(�E����%��.��"';������
�#�"
������9A=>:�����'"�&����%��

�*�
#�����������������
�����

(���� ����
���
� �"'
�#� ���
��� �
�����
���
�� ���� ("#�� 
�*��� ���
� ���� (�
�("(�

��?"���(�
�� ��� ����(����� '%� ���� C��� 9@���),:�� ��� ��#�
�� #�"��� ����(�
���
�� ����

������&�� �.� ���
��� #���� *��-���� ��� ���� ���"
�� �.� �(�&�����
���� �����#"
��
%� �������

��
��#����
���(���*��
�����������
�����;�
#�����
&�
����.������(��	����������
��
����

#�"���*�"
��'�� ����1� �
���"&��
�*���
&�"
���;.����(����
��%� �
��(����
�
�(����
��%1�

�
�� ���� .�&��� �&��
��� ���� �!�L�!��� �����(�#� ���� �

� ����� �.� ���� ��G�� 9��

�

�"(�

����
��(�
�� G��
�:� ������ ���
��;��
����� �'E�#������ ���� 
��� '��
&� &���
� ���� �������%�

����
���
����%���������������#�.�#�������&���
�(������
�#�������������
�"..�#��
������
���
�

���&���
���������
�����(���"�����"#���������#�"
��

�
&��.�%�"
&�������
�1��������&���

 7;$,1��
��������&�;���-�&��"��.����
.�#���
�'%������!�����"���

B�
�

%1��'�����
����*������
���
��������.�#�����������#���
����&��((���#�
�
��
�
&���

'��
�(����� ��� �������&��� 7;,71� ������;#�

��� /��<"�

%��#����0��	������'�����&��74�

�
���
�������'��#�������'%���������#���
����&��((����!������
���
%�'�#�(��(�����
��

(���� ������
�� ����� �(�
&� ������ ����
�1� ���1� (�
%� ���� ��#��(�� �.� ���� �!�L�!���

����������

�

,�,�,�,� ��(����(����(����(��####�
#
"��
&���(��-��
#
"��
&���(��-��
#
"��
&���(��-��
#
"��
&���(��-�����

!�� ����'���"�� �����
����

� ����#�� ��
����� ��� /���"
����
��&��
&0� #�
�'��#������� �
��
��

��
&
���"'
�#����
�9���#�
.���
#�:��	������(��%��'E�#������.�������"'
�#����
�9�
���.�����

��
.���
#���
�$44A:�*�������
��#���������9�:�/���"
����
��&��
&0���1�#�
����%����&�
���
�

���
��
1� �� &
�'�
� ���
�(�
�
8� '"�� 9':� ����� ������ ���� #
���� ��..���
#��� '��*��
� ����

#�"
������ �
� /�����0� �
�� /��"��01� '���� *���� �����#�� ��� ������ ���#�.�#� ��(�&�����#�

���"����
� �
�� ���� ��#��;�#�
�(�#� #��

�
&��� #�"���� '%� ���� #��
&�
&� �&�� ���"#�"���

���%�����#�
.��
��
&��

�
�� (�%� �<��#�� ����� �� &
�'�
� ���
�(�
�
� ��?"����� &
�'�
� �#���
� �
�� �����.���� ��

#�����
����������
���.��(������
���
����
�
�#�(("
��%��	������1�.����<�(�
�1�����#����

.����
����
(�
��
� ���"��1�*��#�����"
���� �
� �
���
����
�
�#�
.���
#����"#����� ��������

��
.���
#���.� 66$��
���������M 4���
.���
#��9�������D���

��'"�&��"((��:��
�$44$�

�
�� "
��(���
%� ��� /�#���
� �
�
�0� �"#�� ��� �&�
���$ � �
�� ���� �%���� 5����#�
�� !
� ����

�.���(���� �.� ���� ���� ��
.���
#�1� ��� ��� 
�� �<�&&������
� ��� ��%� ����� /�"����
�'
��

����
��(�
�0�����'�#�(������"����
��*���� 7��

	��� ������� !
���
����
�
� 5
�
� �.� �#���
� �
� �&��
&� 9�!5��:� �������� �
� $44$� *���

#�����

%� �� ����� .��*����� ��*����1� ��� *���� �<��
�� ��� ���� 5
�
� �.� �#���
� ���� ���.�#��

�
���"(�
���
��������
&�����C��
��.����
��&��
&����"
����
+�!�����
��������"�����������

������������������
���#����?"���.������!5����!
�����
�<��9�
��.�
�
:�����&�����*���

%�



�����
�
��

 ���
���

�

�
��	
��



 

 
page  257 

����(��� ���"
���
�
�� ���� �
���
����
�
���(�
���
��.��������
�(�
�
��
�� �����������

��(��/.����.������"&��0��

• Afterthoughts regarding the role of the international community 
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Endnotes Chapter Ten: 
�
1  The sub-regions used have been derived from the geographical classification as used by the UN. In 

total the maps identify 22 sub-regions: Eastern Africa, Middle Africa, Northern Africa, Southern Africa, 
Western Africa, Eastern Asia, South-Central Asia, South-Eastern Asia, Western Asia, Eastern Europe, 
Northern Europe, Southern Europe, Western Europe, Caribbean, Central America, South America, 
Canada, United States of America (these two constituting together Northern America in the UN 
classification), Australia and New Zealand, Melanesia, Micronesia, Polynesia. 

In the maps, Greenland has not been attributed any data. According to the geographical classification 
of the UN Greenland is part of Northern America; administratively, however, Greenland is part of 
Denmark. 

The sub-regions are classified according to a total of five categories: 4.55%-6.27%, 6.28%-8.09%, 
8.10%-16.26%, 16.27%-24.53%, and 24.54% and over. The delimitations of the categories are the 
result of an ‘EDA’ exercise (Tukey, 1977) on the proportions for the year 2000 (map B). The exercise 
consists of first determining the median value (8.01%) and the minimum (4.55%) and maximum 
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(24.54%) values. Once this is done, it is easy to calculate the upper and lower hinge: 16.27% [ = 
(Max-Md)/2 ]; and 6.28% [ = (Md-Min)/2 ]. 

In all three maps sub-regions are classified according to the same five categories. Note, however, that 
the two highest ones are not used in map A (1950); and that the lowest category does not appear in 
map C (2050). 

2  Only countries with at least half a million inhabitants by 2050 have been taken into account. 
3  The highest life expectancy for the period 2005-2010 is observed in Japan: 82.82 years. Italy follows 

closely with 80.58 years. Only 12 other countries experience a life expectancy of more than 80 years. 
In the same period, both countries show very low TFR-values: 1.37 for Japan and 1.38 for Italy. 20 
other countries, most of them situated in Eastern or Southern Europe, showed even lower values; the 
lowest (1.15) being recorded for Ukraine. 

4  The figures indicate that also within this group of countries there was much variation in the proportion 
of elderly. 

5  The only other (non-European) country to have reached this stage is Japan. In fact, Japan and Italy, 
both countries with very high life expectancy and very low fertility, show quite similar proportions of 
elderly, of about one-fourth of the population (UN, 2005: 2000-2005 estimates).  

6  With 18.5%, until the 1980s, Belgium experienced together with Sweden (21.9%), the UK (20.2%) and 
Denmark (19.5%) the highest proportions of people aged 60 or over.  

7  The increase may be as high as 1.7 percentage points for the EU15 Member States and 1.3 
percentage points for the EU10 Member States. 

8  In the course of the second half of the 20th Century Belgium has become a federal state with three 
regions: for more details, see endnote 5 in Chapter 6.  

9  Personal communication to R. Schoenmaeckers from Indian colleagues during a ‘fact-finding’ mission 
organised in 2000 by UNFPA in view of an international programme on ‘ageing’. 

10  LOVO stands for LeefsituatieOnderzoek Vlaamse Ouderen (Survey on Living Conditions of Elderly 
Persons). LOVO is based on a sample of about 2,500 people aged 55 or over. The interviews were 
conducted in 2001-2002 and included questions related to various aspects of their daily life. For more 
details, see: Jacobs et al., 2004.  

11  SHARE stands for Survey on Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe  see website 
http://www.share-project.org/. 

12  Between 1950-55 and 2000-05 for all European countries as a whole, life expectancy has increased 
by no less than 8.2 years or 12.5% (from 65.56 to 73.75 years, both sexes combined); for Western 
Europe alone the increase was even higher: 11.3 years or 16.8% (from 67.58 to 78.93 years) (UN, 
2005). 

13  Not all sub-Saharan countries are included in the study. Kuepie and Yaro base their findings on 
statistics for Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo: see, for example, 
figures 2.1 and 2.2 and the box in Chapter 2. 
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14  The ‘Matthew effect’ refers to the biblical idea that “the rich get richer and the poor get poorer”. In the 

social sciences it was first introduced by Robert K. Merton (1968) to describe the way that eminent 
scientists will often receive more credit than a comparatively unknown researcher. In Belgium, the 
notion was ‘popularised’ by Herman Deleeck (1983), a specialist in social policies, to refer to the fact 
that the ‘better-off’ in society may profit more from social security measures than poorer people. 

15  This international attention does not also imply that all countries implement the action plans adopted 
at the conferences or even agree with them. In many instances, national interests continue to 
overshadow those of the international community. For an assessment of the ratification and the 
implementation of, for example, the Kyoto Protocol, see the website of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): http://unfccc.int/essential_background/items/2877.php 

16  VIPAA and MIPAA are available at http://www.un.org/ageing/vienna_intlplanofaction.html. 

  and http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ageing/madrid_intlplanaction.html respectively. 
17  A first meeting is scheduled toward the end of 2008 at the UNECE headquarters in Geneva. 

The UNECE region comprises a total of 56 countries. Most countries are European countries; other 
members are the USA, Canada and Israel. Clearly, its ‘radius of action’ is much wider than the 27 EU 
Member States. 

18  The amount of ‘restriction’ is quite relative to the extent that the directives are usually agreed upon by 
consensus between all Member States. 

19  This publication does not contain a comparison of GDP levels between the affluent Western European 
countries, the European countries with economies in transition, and the African countries. It may be 
sufficient to note, however, that, according to the latest Human Development Report (UNDP, 2007) 
GDP per capita was for the affluent Western European countries 32,153 (median value EU15); 16,879 
for the Eastern European countries with economies in transition (median value EU10); and only 
(average value) 1,998 (or 6 and 12%, respectively) for the sub-Saharan African countries (all 
estimates in US$ PPP, situation 2005). 

20  The list of the 8 MDGs is as follows: eradicate extreme poverty and hunger achieve universal primary 
education, promote gender equality and empower women, reduce child mortality, improve maternal 
health, combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, ensure environmental sustainability, develop a 
global partnership for development [see http://www.undp.org/mdg/ ]. 






